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Prevent a Tragedy - Obey all Traffic Signals 
National Stop on Red Week Begins August 7 

 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. –With August 7-13 being National Stop on Red Week, and the California 
Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) is sending California drivers an important reminder to slow down, 
stay alert and stop for all red lights and stop signs.  More than 700 people were killed and an 
estimated  were injured in crashes that involved red light running in 2014. By practicing safe 
driving, which includes stopping on red, these careless and often deadly mistakes can be 
avoided.  
 
“Red-light running causes countless injuries and fatalities every year, with a large number of 
those deaths being innocent pedestrians, cyclists and passengers in vehicles hit by the red-light 
runner,” said OTS Director Rhonda Craft.  “No family should have to suffer the loss of a loved 
one because of someone’s desire to beat the light.” 
 
According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety's annual survey, more than 36 percent of 
drivers continue to run red lights and take risks, despite the fact that 55 percent of the 
participants said it is a very serious threat. Even if it is legal to make a right hand turn on a red 
light, extra precautions should be taken to ensure it is clear and safe before making a turn. 
 
 
For additional information and other tips on staying safe behind the wheel, visit the California 
Office of Traffic Safety at www.ots.ca.gov, and National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
at www.nhtsa.gov. 
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